
 

Title:  Ancient China:  Geography, Religion, and Government 

Topic:   Social Studies 6th Grade 

Stage 1- Desired Results 
 

Goals:    Standard 6.2 World History/ Global Studies  
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, culture, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures.  Such 
knowledge and skill enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.2.8.A.2.a: Explain why different ancient river valley civilizations developed similar forms of 
government.  

6.2.8.B.2.a: Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development 
of trade networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley 
civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.3.b: Relate the Chinese dynastic system to the longevity of authoritarian rule in China. 

6.2.8.D.3.f: Determine the extent to which religions, mythologies and other belief systems 
shaped the values of classical societies. 

Understandings:  

 Many early civilizations began along major rivers. 

 Artifacts influence what we do and what we do not know about ancient civilizations and 

countries. 

 Geography greatly influences the development of cultures. 

 How geographic features isolated China from other civilizations. 

 That Chinese civilization arose along the Huang River. 

 Achievements of the Shang Dynasty. 

 The concept of the Mandate of Heaven. 

 How the Zhou expanded their empire. 

 The structure of the Zhou society. 

 Characteristics of ancestor worship. 

 Goals and beliefs of Confucianism and Daoism. 

EQs:  
How much does geography affect people’s lives? 
How does religion influence civilizations? 



 

Students will know:   

People: 
Confucius 
Zhou 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Periods/places: 
Shang – Zhou dynasty 1800 
BC – 200 BC. 
China 
Huang River 
Chang River 
Anyang 
Himalayas 
North China Plain 
 
 

Terms 
Mandate of Heaven 
Dynasty 
Oracle Bones 
Loess 
Zhou 
Qin 
Xia 
Shang 
Dike 
Pictograph 
Warlord 
Chaos 
Warring states period 
Philosophy 
Ancestor worship 
Confucianism 
Filial piety 
Daoism 
Analects 
 

 

Students will be able to: 

 Analyze the cause and effect links between agriculture and early human societies. 

 Draw conclusions about the future needs of an early agricultural settlement. 

 Describe the physical features of China. 

 Summarize the rise of the Shang. 

 Identify the main idea and details of Zhou rule. 

 Identify how the Zhou used the Mandate of Heaven to gain control of China. 

 Compare and contrast three differences between the Shang and Zhou dynasties. 

 Compare and contrast spiritual traditions, Confucianism, and Daoism. 

 Analyze the philosophies of Confucius and Laozi. 

Stage 2 -Assessment Data 
Recommended Performance Tasks:   

 Create a map of China and identify key geographic features. 

 Summarize how “key” geographic features influenced and isolated Chinas civilization. 



 Study artifacts from Ancient China, determine significance to civilization. 

 Create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting spiritual tradition of Confucianism 
and Daoism. 

 Understand and describe why Shi Huangdi was able to gain and hold power as the first 
Emperor. 

 Compare the Han’s strength with the Qin’s weakness using a graphic organizer. 

 Identify reasons why the Han dynasty was successful. 

 Summarize the Han Society and achievements in written form. 

 Students will write a letter to the people of China announcing how and why they, as the 
new Zhou King, received the Mandate of Heaven. 
 

Other Evidence: 

 Homework 

 Lessons/quizzes 

 Chapter test 

 Classroom participation/discussion 

 Class projects. 

Stage 3- Learning Plan 

 Create a mind map to check prior knowledge 

 Review chapter, make predictions, read captions, headings, and vocabulary. 

 Read and discuss text and analyze visuals. 

 Use class generated Venn diagram to compare and contrast Qin and Han dynasties. 

 Use media when available including videos, power points, and or materials available in 

the media center. 

 Emphasize sequence of events using a time line. 

 

 


